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Newsletter

Friday 30" January 2026

This week at Yorke Mead/
What a busy week!

So many wonderful and inspriring learning
opportunities at YM this week!
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Year 6 help needed

Children’s Mental Health Week

Readathon

Opal Play

Book review

Special moments

FOYM

Yorke Sport

Eco Minute

Mrs Cook

Walking Wednesday

Well done to everyone who is making the
most of ‘Walking Wednesday’ — the winners
again this week are......

Green &

Great job
— your
first win!




Opal project

Reception screening

A huge thank you to all the people who have already donated items!

This month
Mon 9th Feb This week we are looking for parts for loose play. Loose play will be used by
children to build dens, be creative and develop their imagination!

Y4 Dance Rehearsal
Rickmansworth

Specifically we are asking for:
Children’s Mental Health

. Cable spools - any size
Week . Ropes
Tues 10" Feb . Fabric Natural Loose Parts
Y4 Anglo Saxon Workshop * Tarpaulin o
Thurs 12t Feb . Pool noodles ' “ = “ b
.. . Guttering dawre ez forve e P Coren B & Watee Yot
Y5 Synagogue Visit . . e
Mon 23rd Feb L poprugated bipes Lo e= 250

) Milk crates (or
Y5 DT Rickmansworth supermarket ones)

Tues 24" Feb Upcycled Loose Parts
Y1 & 2 Parent Workshop
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Next month Fere - AR NS~ At lromer S o

-
Mon 2" March
Author Visit ! Cubte et Carvibennd hew
Wed 4t March &
Parent Peer Meeting et
Thurs 5t March ‘
World Book Day Ry Crvwtt Ropwr  Soveh B Soeder  Sede & e Torpm Tiwn & Wity Woodm Mets
W/b 9t March
Parent Consultation week

Wed 18" March All items can be dropped at Year 4 Pine classroom.
e arc

Y5 to PGL Also, if you know of anyone cutting down a tree - we are looking for logs to use
Thurs 19t March as seats in areas.

Electric Umbrella visiting

Mon 23" March Please email Mrs Walke at admin@yorkemead.herts.sch.uk if you think you can
Y6 to Hampton Court help!

Y5 DT Rickmansworth Many thanks

Tues 24" March

Y1 to Bhaktivedanta Manor
Fri 27t March

Term ends 1:45pm

en's Mental Health Week

Ty

o o During the week of February 9th-13th 2026, we will be supporting
children's mental health week. Please email Mrs Elliott if you can
support during this week. This may be with an activity or session
that encompasses the theme of 'This is my place' and having a
sense of belonging — a dance session, yoga, art work. Anything you
feel able to support us with.

Thank you



mailto:admin@yorkemead.herts.sch.uk

Learning Next Week

Nursery — Acorns

week ‘Row row row your boat'

Focus: Key text - Whatever Next by Jill Murphy, 8 little planets by Chris Ferrie,
ISpace non fiction books to learn new facts; continuing our space adventures;using junk
modelling materials to make our own space rockets;exploring 2D shapes hidden in
space dust;continuing our phonics learning with the phoneme 'k’ and the rhyme of the

- rolling.

Reception — Lime & Willow

Focus: Key text - Focus: 'Ticket to Ride': learning about different modes of transport
using our key text 'The Naughty Bus' by Jan Oke; Phonics: reading longer words;
Literacy: reading practice and Drawing Club using 'The Naughty Bus' text; Maths:
introducing Tens Frames, making a number one more and one less on a Tens Frame;
PHSE: Dreams and Goals - say how you feel when you achieve a goal; PE: gymnastics

Year 1 - Elder & Silver Birch

English: Fiction - Beegu

Phonics & spelling: Phase 5 - Grow the Code week
Maths: Numbers to 20 equality and balance

Science: Which materials are magnetic?

\Wider Curriculum: What happens at a Sikhism naming
ceremony? Can | create my own digital text? Can | use
pictures or symbols to show my composition?

Growth mindset: What obstacles might you face and how
will you tackle these?

P4C/Growth Mindset:

Reading for Pleasure: short stories including Commotion
in the Ocean and The Day the Crayons Quit!

Year 2 — Cedar & Horse Chestnut
English: Explanation writing on penguins
Phonics & spelling: Why do some words end dge or
ge?
Maths: Capacity - compare, read scales & problem
lsolve
Science: How does the habitat of the Arctic compare
with the habitat of the rainforest?
\Wider Curriculum: What is Ramadan and why is it
important to Muslims?
P4C/Growth Mindset: Can | work collaboratively to
complete a small task?
Reading for Pleasure: Horse Chestnut - The Twits;
Cedar - reading a short story every day

Year 3 - Laurel & Sycamore

English: Writing our own playscripts

Phonics & spelling: Apostrophes for possession

Maths: Multiplication strategie

Science: What is soil made from and is all soil the same?
\Wider Curriculum: What was achieved during the Stone
IAge? Why are churches important places for Christians?
P4C/Growth Mindset:

Reading for Pleasure: The Great Crisp Robbery by
lPamela Butchart (Laurel) and Charlie changes into a
chicken by Sam Copeland (Sycamore)

Year 4 — Maple & Pine

English: Grammar week — speech marks, possessive
apostrophe and verb tenses

Phonics & spelling: Yr 3/4 statutory multi-syllable words
Maths: Decimal numbers

Science: How can pitch and volume be changed?

\Wider Curriculum: How can we use a spreadsheet to
create a line graph? The 5 K’s in Sikhism.Can | use the
style of Gaudi in my own design? — creating artwork and
evaluating

P4C/Growth Mindset: How do we manage successfully
when working in a team?

Reading for Pleasure:

The Creakers by Tom Fletcher (Maple) The Fart that
Changed the World — by Steven Mangan (Pine)

Year 5— Ash & Rowan
English: Using relative clauses or an omitted relative
lpronoun, developing aspects of characterisation
Phonics & spelling: Words ending in -ent, -ence and -
ency.
Maths: Adding and subtracting fractions and problem
solving using all operations.
Science: Who is Stephanie Kwolek?
\Wider Curriculum: How can grid references support us
with map reading? How does belonging to a faith have
many different interpretations?
P4C/Growth Mindset: Why do people have different
dreams and goals?
Reading for Pleasure:.

Year 6 — Red Oak & White Oak
English: A narrative based on Tudor London
Phonics & spelling: Review of suffix endings
Maths: Multiplying and dividing fractions
Science:
\Wider Curriculum: What happened when Charles
Darwin visited the Galapagos islands? Can you use your
knowledge of stitches to join fabric and add decoration
to make a pouch fit for purpose?
P4C/Growth Mindset:
Reading for Pleasure: Skellig by David Almond
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Get involved in our

ADATHON

Readathomn

Did you know 2026 is the National Year of Reading? We did, and
to start the celebrations, School Council (and Mrs Rann) are excited
to announce Yorke Mead will be running a 'Readathon' in the
second half of the Spring Term.

The main aim of the Readathon is to encourage a love of reading for
pleasure. The children can read whatever they like, novels,

magazines, comics, instructions, maps - whatever they will enjoy.
They are encouraged to set their own challenge, and will be given
an optional sponsorship form for friends and family to sponsor

them if they chose to.

The Readathon is organised and supported by a charity called Read
for Good. The money raised by the children will go towards providing a

regular supply of books and a resident storyteller to every major children's hospital in the UK.
A percentage of the total will also go towards our school to purchase books for our lovely library.

Children can be sponsored per book, for reading for a set amount of time, or even for just picking up a book
and taking part. You and your child can decide, there is no pressure to raise anything at all. The most important
thing is that they enjoy their Readathon, put down their screens and pick up a story.

There will be a launch event in assembly before half term, neatly planned to coincide with the Eco Council book
swap, which will be held in February (details to follow) to help the children get off to a flying start.




orke Sport

You may have heard of Super Saturday ... well Thrilling Thursday
dominates this week’s Yorke Sport news!

Year 6 and Year 2 had a fabulous day. At the @trw_ssp Indoor
Athletics event % % @yorkemeaddaisy competed against Ricky
Park & The Orchard in track & field events with medals up for grabs
for the winning teams.
All 4 Yorke Mead teams
finished in  podium
positions with Red Oak
Boys finishing 3rd ©
White Oak Girls and
White Oak Boys coming
second & ® and a first place finish for Red Oak girls! &

Excellent performance and enthusiasm shown by everyone- a really
enjoyable afternoon § #YorkeSport

A quite sensational performance from

these @yorkemead?2 children at this evening’s @trw_ssp Indoor
Athletics Competition! w

Competing against 6 other schools, the girls team AND the boys
team finished the event in first place after an incredible effort
during the track events- winning 8 of 10 races! & 2 9 & ©
Unbelievable to watch and fully-deserved medals for everyone

® #YorkeSport

Special Moments

When I was a lass (yes I am old!) weather was much more exciting than it can be
today. We had snow every year; fog and mist were seen, we skated to school on
frozen pavements and were in awe when hail stones bounced off the ground!
These days, the weather seems to be wet or sunny! So I loved seeing the pictures
shared by a parent this week: Make the most of these moments- marvel at the
clouds lying so low that we are literally walking through them!

Mrs Coolk

Many of you will have have watched Mrs Cook (Jenny) as she was re-united with the family she never knew
she had last night. What a wonderful story and such a special day for Jenny. If you missed the tv programme
do watch it on catch up... or you may wish to read the article in the press https://www.mirror.co.uk/tv/tv-
news/i-found-long-lost-sister-36631972



https://www.mirror.co.uk/tv/tv-news/i-found-long-lost-sister-36631972
https://www.mirror.co.uk/tv/tv-news/i-found-long-lost-sister-36631972
https://www.instagram.com/yorkemead2/
https://www.instagram.com/trw_ssp/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/yorkesport/

Your help needed!

Year 6 parents would love to win this exciting party giveaway for the children’s end of year
party. If you can, please visit Facebook or Instagram and write Yorke Mead Primary
@jpdiscoswatford.

Year 6 Leaver's
Party Giveaway

Letters this
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1. Change what you eat — ‘ LE ?{189 !
have meat free days ‘ 3
and buy fresh with
less plastic

2. Change how you travel — walk when you can or
take public transport

3. Change your energy use -if it doesn’t need to be on,
turn it off! Try 1 degree less on your heating.

Year 1 visits from grandparents
Year 1 & 2 Maths Parent Workshop
Year 4 Dance Festival

Lucille Pollawrd

Head teacher




