
Nursery book list 

The following books have been selected to be the ‘Nursery reading list’ These books will form the 

basis of our collection of books to be read, re-read and enjoyed in Nursery at Yorke Mead. We will 

be reading them in class and encouraging the children to get to know the stories. We may encourage 

children to join in with familiar refrains in the books, act out parts of the story, create puppets to re-

tell the story or draw and write favourite parts of the stories.  

We have selected the books to ensure that we have a wide range of literature. 

• ‘Classic’ children’s books 

• Books that encourage and develop understanding of rhyme and rhythm in words 

• books that reflect children of all of our families diverse backgrounds 

• books that are a starting point for conversations about emotions 

• books that encourage more general conversations   

• books that will help develop children’s vocabulary  

Shark in the Park 

 

Lots of opportunities to talk about 
what they think they can see 

Dear Zoo 

 

An introduction to different 
animals. Lots of discussion 
opportunities about size and 
characteristics of animals 

Love makes a family 

 

All children can talk about their 
families and see how they are all 
different and all special 

Simon Sock 

 

Opportunities to talk about 
friendship and how we don’t have 
to be the same to be friends. 



Monkey and Me 

 

A beautifully illustrated book 
where children can anticipate 
animals and enjoy acting as 
different animals 

Rainbow Fish 

 

A story with a clear message: 
Sharing makes us happy 

Can’t You Sleep Little 
Bear 

 

A kind and reassuring story 

Polar Bear, Polar Bear 
what do you hear? 

 

A story combining animals, 
colours and sounds 

The Gingerbread Man 

 

A fairy tale with repetition and 
lots of opportunities to join in 



Lifesize 

 

Mathematical language linked to 
size 

The day the crayons quit 

 

Lots of colour talk in this book 
about problem solving 

Kindness makes me 
strong 

 

A clear and simple message with 
lots of opportunities to link to 
kindness in class 

Supermarket Zoo 

 

An opportunity for children to talk 
about familiar events 

Ten little Dinosaurs 

 

This book will encourage number 
recognition and counting 
opportunities 

Aliens Love 
Underpants 
 

 

A rhyming book that will entertain 
and amuse! 



Chocolate Mousse For 
A Greedy Goose 
 

 

A book to entertain! It also 
promotes discussion about 
manners 

Hippo Has A Hat 
 

 

Rhyme and Rhythm  

Colour monster series 
 

 

Lots of conversations about 
emotions to name and recognise 
feelings. 

Stickman 

 

An exciting journey for Stickman. 

The Gruffalo 
 

 

A children’s classic 



The Snowman 
Tiddler 
 

 

A wordless book to encourage 
children’s own spoken vocabulary 

Room On The Broom 
 

 

A story with lots of landscapes to 
notice and talk about. This book 
has rhyme and a friendship theme 

Car, car, truck, jeep 

 

A sing-a-long picture book with 
lots of vehicles to discuss 

Eroll’s Garden 

 

A book which celebrates 
community, diversity and the 
impact of nature. 

In Wibbly’s Garden 
 

 

Linked to Jack and the Beanstalk 

Supertato 

 

A book to encourage conversation 
about friendship and positive 
behaviours 



Oi Spider! 
 

 

This story promotes converstayo 
about tolerance, fitting in and 
making friends 

Lulu’s first day 

 

A book to talk about first days in 
school.  

The Lion inside 

 

A story that opens up 
conversation about confidence 
and self-esteem. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reception book list 

 

The following books have been selected to be the ‘Reception reading list’ These books will form the 

basis of our collection of books to be read, re-read and enjoyed in Reception at Yorke Mead. We will 

be reading them in class and encouraging the children to get to know the stories. We may encourage 

children to join in with familiar refrains in the books, act out parts of the story, create puppets to re-

tell the story or draw and write favourite parts of the stories.  

We have selected the books to ensure that we have a wide range of literature. 

• ‘Classic’ children’s books 

• Books that encourage and develop understanding of rhyme and rhythm in words 

• books that reflect children of all of our families diverse backgrounds 

• books that are a starting point for conversations about emotions 

• books that encourage more general conversations   

• books that will help develop children’s vocabulary  

Hairy Maclary –  
 

 

A book to encourage rhyme and repetition. 

Whatever Next 
 

 

A lovely picture book to discover 
imagination. 

Peace at Last 
 

 

A children’s classic. 

Giraffes Can’t 
Dance 
 

 

A funny, touching and triumphant story that 
reminds children that they all have talents. 



Oi! Frog! 
 

 

A funny book for children to learn about 
rhyme. 

Shark in the Park 
 

 

A simple book with repeated refrains. The 
rhyming patterns help children to join in  

Hospital Dog 
 

 

Lots to learn about hospitals and feelings 

Handa’s Surprise 
 

 

A beautiful book set in a different country 
where children can learn about a variety of 
fruits and a different way of life. 

The Hairy toe 
 

 

A fabulous book where the suspense is 
built. Lots of opportunities to join in using 
funny voices 

The Lion, Inside 
 

 

“You don’t have to be big and brave to find 
your roar.” 
 
A book that celebrates difference. 



The booktime book 
of Fantastic first 
poems 

 

Variety of poems to enjoy and learn 

What’s in the 
witch's kitchen? 

 

Lots of fun and laughter as they discover.  

Sharing a Shell 
 

 

A story in rhyming verse about sharing and 
friendship 

Kitchen Disco 
 

 

A fun story to enjoy – introduces lots of 
different fruits to try. 

You cant take an 
elephant on a bus 
 

 

An imaginative and funny story with 
rhymes. This story encourages children to 
use their own imaginations. It also talks 
about many different types of transport. 

Astro Girl 
 

 

A story about exploring space and science. 



Would you rather? 
 

 

A funny book that encourages thinking, 
conversation and explanations. 

Penguin 
 

 

A beautiful story to invoke conversation. 

The Giant Jam 
sandwich 
 

 

A children’s classic 

Stuck 
 

 

Children will enjoy the silliness in this story. 

Simon Sock 

 

A book to think about friends 

Snail and the Whale 
 

 

A rhyming tale with adventures around the 
world 



The odd egg 
 

 

A beautifully illustrated book with a surprise 
ending.  

Clean up 
 

 

A picture book to encourage children to 
think about the environment and how they 
can help to look after their world. 

My First Book of 
Garden bugs 

 

Non-fiction book. Beautiful photographs for 
children to enjoy. Vocabulary development. 

The Emperor’s Egg 

 

A fiction / non-fiction book to learn about 
life in a different climate 

JoJo and GranGran 
find a dinosaur 

 

Children may recognise characters from a 
programme. A kind and loving relationship 
with lots of adventures. 

Lifesize Baby 
Animals 

 

So much to learn in these beautiful books. 
Lots of opportunities to use the world map 
to learn about other countries. 



Mr Magnolia 

 

Rhyme and rhythm play a big part in this 
funny story 

Why do we need 
bees? 

 

Non-fiction book to learn about the 
importance of bees.  

 

 

 


